
'Y'm mc*f)alled, because we had been prfinzised / /1 
ibermafbent and safe storage sornewh&b, h e .  99 

h/4 , f l f l A  

( A  r , I I C  
- Joan  Gipp, 

former l,ewiston Town Counci lwoman 
I I 

Radioactive fallout: 1 Dump plan raises fears 
1 Lewiston I 

1 wastes 
!may I stay 

B y  Mary Wozniak 
, \ ' i ( ! ~ I ! l ( !  ( ; I ! : ,  I t ?  

Tlie Departt~iel~t of E~lc>my I l i~s 
tfropprd ; ~ ~ ~ o l l ~ e r  I)o~nb nrarly 50 
years after the first atotnic blast. 

The fallout is yet to co~lrc. 
'l'lie drpartntent has give11 no- 

tice tlrat i t  iva~lts to go ahead witlt- 
what it says is the best option to 
p?r~nac~ec~tly deal with a site in Lr- 
w~ston full o l  radioiictivtt ,waste 
and residues froul the ivlanl~attan 1 Project, which creatgd:$~~!&s;; 
atoniic bomb: , . , . . . .  

, Give 'it a linal cnu ank'lealie' i&. 
there. Forever. ' 

But the entities b e i ~ ~ g  notilied , 

nr~d responding to the enera' de;+. 
pnrtment':: inte~rt nre other leder.'? 
nl and statr gover t~t~~ent  agencies. 
rittt the people in the conlnlunity. 

"l'11i ;ippalletl, because we h;~d 
heen proni ised perntanerit and 

, safe storage son~e\vhere else," 
said Joan Gipp. an e ~ l v i r o ~ ~ i r i r ~ ~ t ; ~ I -  
ist who was a Lewistorr cou~~c i lao -  
nian at. the t i n~e  s cleanul~ of tile 

! site - co~npleted in 1986 - \v;ls 
I taking place. She [ought against 
/ keeping the aaste at tlie site. 
I A letter ohtained by the Ga- 

zette dated hlag 10: 1993, was 
sent by the energy departrrient to 
the Envi ronmenta l  P r n t e c t i o ~ i  
Agency. I t  announced'the energy 

i d e p a r t n ~ e n t ' s  i n ten t  t o  m o v e  
ahead wit11 installing a final cap on 
tlie 255.000 cubic yards of radio- 

i actbe waste and residue at the 
191-acre Niagara Falls Storage I Site, near  L u t t s  qnd P le tcher  
roads. 

The Environtnental f'rotection 
Agency reacted strongly t o  the / letter,,,.objecting, to the proposed 

s final dlspos~tlon o l  the wastes. So ! d i d  the  s ta te  D e p i r t m e n t  of 
I Health and the state Department, / of En~@nmental Conservation. 

Tlte'opposing agehcies say the 
currehl standard in use at h e  site 
is not gpod enough lor long-term. 
on-site management'o[ the . l igh- 
level radioactive residqes, \\berg. . 
The only answer, th&.kajl$s3&: 
moving the residues to 'a high- 
level ',rbdioactive waste, ,repmi- 
t60;iwhen onyis bkilt,, ! : 

'The EPA aiid an energy depart- 
menE.blfici?l downplayed the con- 
flid,shown m tlie.letfer8, calling i t  
nothip' ~ o t e  @an a '',friepdly tlis- 
cussio f ;* . ' . 

I ,  I James Neissf\,(i, i t , ,  r , I I  

DRAWING THE LINE: F o r m e r  L e w l s t o n  Town Councilwoman Joan G~pp s t a n d s  In front of 
t h e  P le tcher  Road s l t e  w h e r e  r a d ~ o a c t l v e  M a n h a t t a n  Pro jec t  w a s t e  w a s  dumped S h e  IS 

s t rong ly  opposed t o  leavlng t h e  w a s t e  a t  tha t  s ~ t e .  

Plan splits , ., , , ! !  community 
DISAGREEMENTS: 
, \g(rt'rtr ro\ I I ( I Z ~ P  ( f l / / e t - t ~ ~ ~ f  

7 j / P 7 L t Y ,  \o l l S $  ! I 0  \ l ~ l , i ) l l x !  

l I l ( 1 l  ! O \ / d ( ~ l l l \  (10. loo. What's bur led at  the  Niagara Fails Storage Site in L e w ~ s t o n  
Roughly t w o  pounds of radium, o r  ohe-third of the  world's 

B y  Mary  Wozn iak  mindd supply. 
\ I ~ I ~ ~ I I ~ I  [ V I I : I  111 / 250,000 cubic y a d s  of radioactively contarnlnaled 1 

State ;III(I Ietlel-;~l ;kgeclcles dis- 
;iRrec  bout tile \visdonl o l  t l ~ e  
letleral I)el)art~ilcnt o l  Energy's 
111nr1 I n  put n linitl cap OII 3 cit~arter- 
i1111lio11 cul~ic !.ar.ds of radioactive 
waste and resicliie it1 1,eriston. 8 ,  

111 kitit, !lie c ~ l v i r o ~ ~ ~ l l e ~ l ~ q l  At-. 
f o rce~r le~~ t  ;lrrtl o l  tl ie federnt gqv- . 
ernnient says tile only soiutirtn i s  
t r t  trnilsl)ort t l ~ c  residue to ;I high- 
levr l  radir1;tctive waste reposir 
tory. t%ut thel-e is tlone in t l k  
l111ited Stittrs. 

So it's IIO tvotlder tllat as area 
residents Ket wind of  the piart. 
tl lev also don't see eye-to-eye 011 
f l ~ e  hest solution. 

"It's (;~lready) c~ricnl~sui:ltrtl. " 
said Kit-l~arti Jackson  01 1162 
Pietclitfr Ro i~c l ,  whn lives a quar- 
terAlll,le to a ]l;llf-mile ;Irv;ly frolll 

materials (soil a n d  slbdge). , , .  

15,000 t u b i c  yardslo\ 
processing of  u ran ium,  
ore& MoSt significant 
lhese is 3*200 cubic ' 

!" ya* residues ' 
K-65 i.1 a h!f-'ife Of ' +600 years; 

. . Deed used in; 
tedtihg arrive at : 
standards 

. for radiat ion exposureii!, 
1 bO hamsters 
2 0 0  monkeys , :,,I . . 

, , 675 dogs  ' '' 
1,200 rabbits . ; i : 

20,000 rats . , ' 
,277,400 mice 

U,. . 
Source: h'iapm G ~ t l l t ,  llocH~~firDmtorrnt and (:hmnic&. El%\ t l n r t l c  
r+l on s l y .  
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